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Malice that cannot speak its name, cold-blooded but secret hostility, impotent desire, hidden rancor and
spite--all cluster at the center of envy. Envy clouds thought, writes Joseph Epstein, clobbers generosity,
precludes any hope of serenity, and ends in shriveling the heart. Of the seven deadly sins, he concludes, only
envy is no fun at all. Writing in a conversational, erudite, self-deprecating style that wears its learning
lightly, Epstein takes us on a stimulating tour of the many faces of envy. He considers what great thinkers--
such as John Rawls, Schopenhauer, and Nietzsche--have written about envy; distinguishes between envy,
yearning, jealousy, resentment, and schadenfreude (a hardy perennial in the weedy garden of sour emotions);
and catalogs the many things that are enviable, including wealth, beauty, power, talent, knowledge and
wisdom, extraordinary good luck, and youth (or as the title of Epsteins chapter on youth has it, The Young,
God Damn Them). He looks at resentment in academia, where envy is mixed with snobbery, stirred by
impotence, and played out against a background of cosmic injustice; and he offers a brilliant reading of
Othello as a play more driven by Iagos envy than Othellos jealousy. He reveals that envy has a strong touch
of malice behind it--the envious want to destroy the happiness of others. He suggests that envy of the
astonishing success of Jews in Germany and Austria may have lurked behind the virulent anti-Semitism of
the Nazis. As he proved in his best-selling Snobbery, Joseph Epstein has an unmatched ability to highlight
our failings in a way that is thoughtful, provocative, and entertaining. If envy is no fun, Epsteins Envy is
truly a joy to read.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Envy: The Seven Deadly Sins (New York
Public Library Lectures in Humanities) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Rolanda Parker:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Envy: The Seven Deadly Sins (New York Public Library Lectures in Humanities).

Michael Griffin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the entire day to reading a book. The book Envy: The Seven Deadly Sins (New York Public Library Lectures
in Humanities) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book offers high quality.

George Eichner:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Envy: The Seven Deadly Sins (New York
Public Library Lectures in Humanities) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty Envy: The Seven Deadly Sins (New York Public Library Lectures in Humanities) as good book
not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by



its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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