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In Disciplining Statistics Libby Schweber compares the science of population statistics in England and
France during the nineteenth century, demonstrating radical differences in the interpretation and use of
statistical knowledge. Through a comparison of vital statistics and demography, Schweber describes how the
English government embraced statistics, using probabilistic interpretations of statistical data to analyze
issues related to poverty and public health. The French were far less enthusiastic. Political and scientific
élites in France struggled with the “reality” of statistical populations, wrestling with concerns about the
accuracy of figures that aggregated heterogeneous groups such as the rich and poor and rejecting
probabilistic interpretations.

Tracing the introduction and promotion of vital statistics and demography, Schweber identifies the
institutional conditions that account for the contrasting styles of reasoning. She shows that the different
reactions to statistics stemmed from different criteria for what counted as scientific knowledge. The French
wanted certain knowledge, a one-to-one correspondence between observations and numbers. The English
adopted an instrumental approach, using the numbers to influence public opinion and evaluate and justify
legislation.

Schweber recounts numerous attempts by vital statisticians and demographers to have their work recognized
as legitimate scientific pursuits. While the British scientists had greater access to government policy makers,
and were able to influence policy in a way that their French counterparts were not, ultimately neither the vital
statisticians nor the demographers were able to institutionalize their endeavors. By 1885, both fields had
been superseded by new forms of knowledge. Disciplining Statistics highlights how the development of
“scientific” knowledge was shaped by interrelated epistemological, political, and institutional considerations.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl McLean:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital Statistics in France
and England, 1830-1885 (Politics, History, and Culture). Try to make book Disciplining Statistics:
Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830-1885 (Politics, History, and Culture) as your
close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Jonathan Garcia:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because
just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Disciplining Statistics:
Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830-1885 (Politics, History, and Culture) to read.

Michael Taylor:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can help
men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Disciplining Statistics: Demography and
Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830-1885 (Politics, History, and Culture) book since this book offers
you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.

Jennifer Meeks:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830-1885 (Politics,
History, and Culture) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative
person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being



doubt to change your life by this book Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital Statistics in France and
England, 1830-1885 (Politics, History, and Culture). You can more attractive than now.
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