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Amateurs and professionals studying birds at the end of the nineteenth century were a contentious,
passionate group with goals that intersected, collided and occasionally merged in their writings and
organizations. Driven by a desire to advance science, as well as by ego, pride, honor, insecurity, religion and
other clashing sensibilities, they struggled to absorb the implications of evolution after Darwin. In the
process, they dramatically reshaped the study of birds.
 
Daniel Lewis here explores the professionalization of ornithology through one of its key figures: Robert
Ridgway, the Smithsonian Institution’s first curator of birds and one of North America’s most important
natural scientists. Exploring a world in which the uses of language, classification and accountability between
amateurs and professionals played essential roles, Lewis offers a vivid introduction to Ridgway and shows
how his work fundamentally influenced the direction of American and international ornithology. He explores
the inner workings of the Smithsonian and the role of collectors working in the field and reveals previously
unknown details of the ornithological journal The Auk and the untold story of the color dictionaries for
which Ridgway is known.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Brummitt:

The experience that you get from The Feathery Tribe is the more deep you excavating the information that
hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but The Feathery Tribe giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this specific The Feathery Tribe instantly.

Tasha Banda:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Feathery Tribe that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The
Feathery Tribe become your own starter.

Debera Jessie:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. The Feathery Tribe can be your answer given it can be read by
anyone who have those short free time problems.

Ronda Powers:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Feathery Tribe can give you a lot of
buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Feathery Tribe.
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