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When thirty-two women were hired as mounted police officers in 1974, it was a media sensation. After all,
these were not the brawny heroes of Canadian history, or the dashing and handsome Mounties portrayed in
over two hundred Hollywood movies. Women were thought to be afraid of guns and incapable of protecting
themselves. Training officers at the RCMP’s academy wondered if the women were capable. Could they
march? Could they lift weights? Would they cry? The original uniform (pumps, a pillbox hat and a shoulder
bag for a revolver and handcuffs) did little to further equality, and if a female officer complained of
harassment, supervisors actively and openly pushed her to resign.

The move to put women in uniform was neither a beginning nor an end to women’s journey toward equality
in the RCMP. Women have served in the RCMP since 1873, providing social services, searching female gold
smugglers and tending to prisoners. For decades, Mountie wives were scrutinized, vetted and subject to
regular inspections of their housekeeping. A Mountie’s wife must be a silent worker, always upholding the
values of the RCMP. Although the RCMP promoted itself as a gender-neutral organization in 1974, the fight
for recognition was about to become heated.

In 1978, after a female Mountie was shot in the line of duty for the first time, male Mounties questioned the
ability of women to make split-second, life-and-death decisions. Despite overwhelming resistance, the
women of the RCMP managed to assert their equality as police officers on their own terms, breaking ground
for women’s rights in Canada.

Drawing on first-hand accounts from forty-five male and female RCMP officers, news reports and archival
resources, historian and former plainclothes RCMP officer Bonnie Reilly Schmidt offers an in-depth look
into the history and propaganda of this iconic institution. Silenced is the compelling true story of how women
transformed not only their role in the RCMP, but our very notion of what it means to be Canadian.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Davis:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Silenced: The Untold Story of the Fight for Equality in
the RCMP. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book Silenced: The Untold Story of the Fight for Equality in the RCMP. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Lottie Jowers:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Silenced: The
Untold Story of the Fight for Equality in the RCMP suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Silenced: The Untold Story of the Fight for Equality in
the RCMPis the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world within this book.

Bryant Davidson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually Silenced: The Untold Story of the Fight for Equality in the
RCMP. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Joyce Jiminez:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. From the book Silenced: The Untold Story of the Fight for Equality in the RCMP we can have
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book.
Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book
Silenced: The Untold Story of the Fight for Equality in the RCMP. You can more desirable than now.
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