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Many Americans consider John F. Kennedy's presidency to represent the apex of American liberalism.
Kennedy's "Vital Center" blueprint united middle-class and working-class Democrats and promoted freedom
abroad while recognizing the limits of American power. Liberalism thrived in the early 1960s, but its heyday
was short-lived.

In L osing the Center, Jeffrey Bloodworth demonstrates how and why the once-dominant ideology began its
steep decline, exploring its failures through the biographies of some of the Democratic Party's most
important leaders, including Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Henry "Scoop" Jackson, Bella Abzug, Harold Ford
Sr., and Jimmy Carter. By illuminating historical events through the stories of the people at the center of the
action, Bloodworth sheds new light on topics such as feminism, the environment, the liberal abandonment of
the working class, and civil rights legislation.

This meticulously researched study authoritatively argues that liberalism's demise was prompted not by a
"Republican revolution" or the mistakes of a few prominent politicians, but instead by decades of ideological
incoherence and political ineptitude among liberals. Bloodworth demonstrates that Democrats caused their
own party's decline by failing to realize that their policies contradicted the priorities of mainstream voters,
who were more concerned about social issues than economic ones. With its unique biographical approach
and masterful use of archival materials, this detailed and accessible book promises to stand as one of the
definitive texts on the state of American liberalism in the second half of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Weigel:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Losing the Center: The Decline of American Liberalism, 1968--1992.

Robert Johnson:

The book with title Losing the Center: The Decline of American Liberalism, 1968--1992 posesses a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Nancy Samuel:

Losing the Center: The Decline of American Liberalism, 1968--1992 can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Losing the Center: The
Decline of American Liberalism, 1968--1992 although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Loren Hatmaker:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Losing the Center: The Decline of American Liberalism, 1968--1992 can make you
experience more interested to read.
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