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In Imagination from Fantasy to Delusion, Lois Oppenheim illustrates the enhancement of self that creativity
affords, the relationship of imagination to the self as agent. The premise of this book is twofold: First, that
the imaginary is real. Where it differs from what we commonly take to be reality is in structure and in form.
The imaginary of art, for example, is not illusionary for it is phenomenologically describable and even
depictable, as demonstrated by the self-reflexive efforts of modernist painters and writers. No less real than
the imaginary of art, and thus fantasy, is the imaginary of delusion, ascertainable in the very function it
serves. Though fundamentally different, fantasy and delusion do share a significant feature: a preoccupation
with agency. Second is that change, the enhancement of self through an increase in agency, is facilitated by
the biology of reward: The pleasure of increased self-cohesion—the efficacy acquired through knowledge of,
and the attribution of meaning to, the world—is ultimately the sine qua non of imaginative thought.

Oppenheim emphasizes the idea that imagination generates knowledge. Our sensory systems, like our higher
cognitive functions, give the human brain knowledge to maintain the homeostatic balance required for
survival and to enrich the sense of self required for agency. And, she suggests, imagination is a function of
their doing so. Moreover, she explores the construct by which we apprehend the workings of
imagination—fantasy—and considers in what the mental imagery that endows it consists, how fantasy may
be transmitted transgenerationally, and how delusion can be an impediment to imagination while also being a
product of it. Additionally, she likens psychoanalysis to the making of art as a process of acquiring
knowledge and looks at creativity itself as a coming-to-know.

Throughout this book, there run several opposing threads. The first is that of the intra- and interpsychic
psychoanalytic paradigms. This theoretical contrast bears on our understanding of aesthetic experience as
sublimatory versus object relational and on our understanding of the construction of meaning. A second
opposition resides in the notion of agency (with its implication of self-cohesion) which has everything to do
with ego function and, seemingly, the usefulness of "unconscious fantasy," a cornerstone of psychoanalysis
now thrown into question by the postmodern favoring of dissociation over repression and other mechanisms
of defense. Last, but no less significant, is the contrast interwoven between the empiricism of neuroscience
and the metaphysics of philosophical thought. Oppenheim's underlying effort is to explore the validity of
these oppositions, which seem not to hold as steadfastly as we tend to suppose.
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From reader reviews:

Kelsey Dehart:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Imagination from Fantasy to
Delusion (Psychoanalysis in a New Key Book Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Larry Jones:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Imagination from Fantasy to
Delusion (Psychoanalysis in a New Key Book Series) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Imagination from Fantasy to Delusion (Psychoanalysis in a
New Key Book Series) become your current starter.

Greg Christenson:

This Imagination from Fantasy to Delusion (Psychoanalysis in a New Key Book Series) is great book for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we
can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Imagination from Fantasy to Delusion (Psychoanalysis in a New Key Book
Series) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Christine Cote:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we



know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Imagination from Fantasy to Delusion (Psychoanalysis in a New Key Book
Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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