
Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the
Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain

Richard A. Soloway

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00ZVFA94G
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00ZVFA94G
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00ZVFA94G


Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining
Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain

Richard A. Soloway

Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain
Richard A. Soloway
Richard Soloway offers a compelling and authoritative study of the relationship of the eugenics movement to
the dramatic decline in the birthrate and family size in twentieth-century Britain. Working in a tradition of
hereditarian determinism which held fast to the premise that "like tends to beget like," eugenicists developed
and promoted a theory of biosocial engineering through selective reproduction. Soloway shows that the
appeal of eugenics to the middle and upper classes of British society was closely linked to recurring concerns
about the relentless drop in fertility and the rapid spread of birth control practices from the 1870s to World
War II.

Demography and Degeneration considers how differing scientific and pseudoscientific theories of biological
inheritance became popularized and enmeshed in the prolonged, often contentious national debate about
"race suicide" and "the dwindling family." Demographic statistics demonstrated that birthrates were
declining among the better-educated, most successful classes while they remained high for the poorest, least-
educated portion of the population. For many people steeped in the ideas of social Darwinism, eugenicist
theories made this decline all the more alarming: they feared that falling birthrates among the "better" classes
signfied a racial decline and degeneration that might prevent Britain from successfully negotiating the
myriad competive challenges facing the nation in the twentieth century.

Although the organized eugenics movement remained small and elitist throughout most of its history, this
study demonstrates how pervasive eugenic assumptions were in the middle and upper reaches of British
society, at least until World War II. It also traces the important role of eugenics in the emergence of the
modern family planning movement and the formulation of population policies in the interwar years.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Williams:

This Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain are
generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Demography
and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain can be on the list of
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually
with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain giving
you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Frances Smith:

The e-book untitled Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-
Century Britain is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content
that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Demography and Degeneration:
Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Valentin Gonzalez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the guide untitled Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in
Twentieth-Century Britain can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Marian Buell:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Demography and Degeneration: Eugenics and the Declining Birthrate in Twentieth-Century Britain when



you desired it?
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