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The 1968 Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia brought an end to the Prague Spring and its promise of
"socialism with a human face." Before the invasion, Czech reformers had made unexpected use of television
to advance political and social change. In its aftermath, Communist Party leaders employed the medium to
achieve "normalization," pitching television stars against political dissidents in a televised spectacle that
defined the times. The Greengrocer and His TV offers a new cultural history of communism from the Prague
Spring to the Velvet Revolution that reveals how state-endorsed ideologies were played out on television,
particularly through soap opera-like serials. In focusing on the small screen, Paulina Bren looks to the
"normal" of normalization, to the everyday experience of late communism. The figure central to this book is
the greengrocer who, in a seminal essay by Václav Havel, symbolized the ordinary citizen who acquiesced to
the communist regime out of fear. Bren challenges simplistic dichotomies of fearful acquiescence and
courageous dissent to dramatically reconfigure what we know, or think we know, about everyday life under
communism in the 1970s and 1980s. Deftly moving between the small screen, the street, and the Central
Committee (and imaginatively drawing on a wide range of sources that include television shows, TV
viewers' letters, newspapers, radio programs, the underground press, and the Communist Party archives),
Bren shows how Havel's greengrocer actually experienced "normalization" and the ways in which popular
television serials framed this experience. Now back by popular demand, socialist-era serials, such as The
Woman Behind the Counter and The Thirty Adventures of Major Zeman, provide, Bren contends, a way of
seeing—literally and figuratively—Czechoslovakia's normalization and Eastern Europe's real socialism.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the
The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring is kind of book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Karole Standley:

The book The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring has a lot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy
to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Billy Reynolds:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring the mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The Greengrocer and His TV: The
Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring giving you a different experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Kevin Serna:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time
you only find book that need more time to be read. The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of
Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually
who have those short spare time problems.
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