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Few issues attracted more attention in the nineteenth century than the "problem" of women's work, and few
industries posed that problem more urgently than the booming garment industry in Paris. The seamstress
represented the quintessential "working girl," and the sewing machine the icon of "modern" femininity. The
intense speculation and worry that swirled around both helped define many issues of gender and labor that
concern us today. Here Judith Coffin presents a fascinating history of the Parisian garment industry, from the
unraveling of the guilds in the late 1700s to the first minimum-wage bill in 1915. She explores how issues
related to working women took shape and how gender became fundamental to the modern social division of
labor and our understanding of it.

Combining the social history of women's labor and the intellectual history of nineteenth-century social
science and political economy, Coffin sets many questions in their fullest cultural context: What constituted
"women's" work? Did women belong in the industrial labor force? Why was women's work equated with low
pay? Should not a woman enjoy status as an enlightened homemaker/consumer? The author examines
patterns of consumption as well as production, setting out, for example, the links among the newly invented
sewing machine, changes in the labor force, and the development of advertising, with its shifting and often
unsettling visual representations of women, labor, and machinery. Throughout, Coffin challenges the
conventional categories of work, home, and women's identity.

Originally published in 1996.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

This book untitled The Politics of Women's Work to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there
is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

George Clark:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this The Politics of Women's Work.

Lou Morton:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a guide. The book The Politics of Women's Work it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high
quality.

David George:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Politics of Women's Work that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick The
Politics of Women's Work become your own starter.
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