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In The Modern Invention of Information: Discourse, History, and Power, Ronald E. Day provides a
historically informed critical analysis of the concept and politics of information. Analyzing texts in Europe
and the United States, his critical reading method goes beyond traditional historiographical readings of
communication and information by engaging specific historical texts in terms of their attempts to construct
and reshape history.

After laying the groundwork and justifying his method of close reading for this study, Day examines the
texts of two pre–World War II documentalists, Paul Otlet and Suzanne Briet. Through the work of Otlet and
Briet, Day shows how documentation and information were associated with concepts of cultural progress.
Day also discusses the social expansion of the conduit metaphor in the works of Warren Weaver and Norbert
Wiener. He then shows how the work of contemporary French multimedia theorist Pierre Lévy refracts the
earlier philosophical writings of Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari through the prism of the capitalist
understanding of the “virtual society.”  

Turning back to the pre–World War II period, Day examines two critics of the information society: Martin
Heidegger and Walter Benjamin. He explains Heidegger’s philosophical critique of the information culture’s
model of language and truth as well as Benjamin’s aesthetic and historical critique of mass information and
communication. Day concludes by contemplating the relation of critical theory and information, particularly
in regard to the information culture’s transformation of history, historiography, and historicity into positive
categories of assumed and represented knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Eric McDonald:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book The Modern Invention of Information: Discourse,
History, and Power was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book The Modern Invention of Information:
Discourse, History, and Power is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship together with the book The Modern Invention of Information: Discourse, History, and
Power. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Delmar Stingley:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Modern Invention of Information: Discourse,
History, and Power as the daily resource information.

Marivel Tye:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book The Modern Invention of Information: Discourse, History, and Power
it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book has high quality.

Heather Garcia:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Modern Invention of Information:
Discourse, History, and Power or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe



students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Modern Invention of Information: Discourse, History, and Power to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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