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Washington Post columnist Dana Milbank takes a fair and balanced look at the unsettling rise of the
silly Fox News host Glenn Beck.

Thomas Jefferson famously wrote that “the tree of Liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the
blood of patriots and tyrants. It is its natural manure.” In America in 2010, Glenn Beck provides the very
refreshment Jefferson had in mind: Whether he’s the patriot or the tyrant, he’s definitely full of manure.

The wildly popular Fox News host with three million daily viewers perfectly captures the vitriol of our time
and the fact-free state of our political culture. The secret to his success is his willingness to traffic in the
fringe conspiracies and Internet hearsay that others wouldn’t touch with a ten-foot pole: death panels,
government health insurance for dogs, FEMA concentration camps, an Obama security force like Hitler’s
SS.

But Beck, who is, according to a recent Gallup poll, admired by more Americans than the Pope, has nothing
in his background that identifies him as an ideologue, giving rise to the speculation that his right-wing shtick
is just that—the act of a brilliant showman, known for both his over-the-top daily outrages and for weeping
on the air.

Milbank describes, with lacerating wit, just how the former shock jock without a college degree has managed
to become the most recognizable leader of antigovernment conservatives and exposes him as the guy who is
single-handedly giving patriotism a bad name.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Reid:

The book Tears of a Clown: Glenn Beck and the Tea Bagging of America will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Tears of a Clown: Glenn Beck and the Tea
Bagging of America is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Darrell Mayo:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Tears of a
Clown: Glenn Beck and the Tea Bagging of America the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get before. The Tears of a Clown: Glenn Beck and the Tea Bagging of
America giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
facts for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Robert King:

Beside that Tears of a Clown: Glenn Beck and the Tea Bagging of America in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Tears of a Clown: Glenn Beck and the Tea Bagging of America because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in
addition to read it from right now!

Steve Domingo:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Tears of a Clown: Glenn Beck and the Tea
Bagging of America or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Tears of a Clown: Glenn Beck and the Tea Bagging of



America to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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