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Piri Thomas (1928 - 2011) was a writer and poet whose memoir "Down These Mean Streets" became a best-
seller.The book describes his struggle for survival as a Puerto Rican/Cuban born and raised in the barrios of
New York. It has been in print for 45 years. His other works include Savior, Savior Hold My Hand; Seven
Long Times; and Stories from El Barrio. Thomas was involved with drugs, gang warfare and crime. While
spending six years in prison, Thomas reflected on the teachings of his mother and father, and realized that a
person is not born a criminal. Consequently he decided to use his street and prison know-how to reach at-risk
youth, and to help them avoid a life of crime. Thomas was influential in the Nuyorican Movement which
included poets Pedro Pietri, Miguel Algarin, and Giannina Braschi, who wrote of life in New York City
using a mix of English and Spanish. Thomas traveled around the U.S., Central America and Europe, giving
lectures and conducting workshops in colleges and universities. He was the subject of the film "Every Child
is Born a Poet: The Life and Work of Piri Thomas" by Jonathan Robinson.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Barbour:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Stories from El Barrio. Try to make the book Stories from
El Barrio as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Agnes Henson:

The book Stories from El Barrio make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make examining a book Stories from El Barrio to become your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like start and read a e-book Stories from El Barrio. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jessica Nakagawa:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Stories from El Barrio was bright colored and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Stories from El Barrio has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.

Haley Berg:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Stories from El Barrio to make your current reading
is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book Stories
from El Barrio can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing
of that time.
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