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"I take aspects of my life that I feel were useless and worthless, and through performance redeem them. It's a
means of understanding and re-creation." -- Rachel Rosenthal

In Rachel Rosenthal, editor Moira Roth brings together a powerful portrait of the woman the Village Voice
calls "one of America's most intelligent, politically committed, and challenging performance artists." Fea-
turing reviews and photographs of Rosenthal's performance events, and collecting for the first time a
selection of her writings (including the script of Rachel's Brain), the book captures the unique voice of a
great American artist -- one whose career reads like a history of performance art and avant-garde theater in
America from the early 1950s to the present.

Rosenthal's work has always been deeply autobiographical, drawing on a life that was eventful and
unconventional from the start. After a privileged childhood in pre-War Paris, Rosenthal and her family fled
Hitler's Europe, first to Brazil, then to New York. She returned to study in the postwar Paris of Artaud,
existentialism, and the theater of the absurd. (These two experiences of Paris have defined much of her
work.) Back in New York as the art scene exploded in the early 1950s, Rosenthal danced with Merce
Cunningham, struggled as an artist, and included John Cage, Jasper Johns, and Robert Rauschenberg among
her friends. She moved to California shortly thereafter and started her famed improvisational company
"Instant Theatre." By the 1970s, she had become one of the leading figures in feminist performance in
California, helping to found Womanspace and other feminist galleries.

Inspired by theatrical writings of Antonin Artaud, Rosenthal's performance art blends music, words, images,
and dance into ferociously moving works -- a theater of cruelty tempered by love, fiercely intense yet
unsentimentally hopeful. Her autobiographical performances -- works such as Charm, The Head of Olga K.,
and My Brazil -- draw from childhood experiences that range from enchanting to deeply disturbing. In recent
works like Pangaean Dreams, Zone, and Filename: FUTURFAX, Rosenthal's themes have broadened to
include concerns about the environment, animal rights, and the future of Western civilization.

Today, Rosenthal continues to perform in galleries, museums, universities, and theaters throughout the
world. With her shaved head, elegant stature, and distinctive style, Rosenthal has become an icon of the
American avant garde. Her commanding, strangely androgynous image has enhanced the increasingly
shamanistic role she plays for her audience.

"This old prophet is not a figure who appeared from nowhere. We had known her (either witnessed in reality
or from hearsay) in an earlier, younger, and more personal incarnation -- in Rosenthal's autobiographical
pieces (and indeed, she continues to use, on occasion, autobiographical references in her current work).
Thus, she is, so to speak, a prophet with a past, a prophet with known human frailties." -- from the
Introduction
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Torres:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Rachel Rosenthal (PAJ Books: Art +
Performance) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Douglas Dossett:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book Rachel Rosenthal (PAJ Books: Art + Performance) it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Mindy Hicks:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Rachel Rosenthal (PAJ Books: Art +
Performance) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Rachel Rosenthal (PAJ Books: Art +
Performance) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Nelson McNamee:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Rachel Rosenthal (PAJ Books: Art +
Performance) can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Rachel Rosenthal (PAJ
Books: Art + Performance).
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