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Based on an award-winning thesis, this volume is a pioneering study of musical theatre and popular culture
and its relation to the production of identity in Lebanon in the second half of the twentieth century.

In the aftermath of the departure of the French from Lebanon and the civil violence of 1958, the Rahbani
brothers (Asi and Mansour) staged a series of folkloric musical theatrical extravaganzas at the annual
Ba‘labakk festival which highlighted the talents of Asi’s wife, the Lebanese diva Fairouz, arguably the most
famous living Arab singer. The inclusion of these folkloric vignettes into the festival’s otherwise European
dominated cultural agenda created a powerful nation-building combination of what Partha Chatterjee calls
the ‘appropriation of the popular’ and the ‘classicization of tradition.’

The Rahbani project coincides with the confluence of increasing internal and external migration in Lebanon,
as well as with the rapid development of mass media technology, of which the Ba'labakk festival can be seen
as an extension. Employing theories of nationalism, modernity, globalism and locality, this book shows that
these factors combined to give the project a potent identity-forming power.

Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon is the first study of Fairouz and the Rahbani family in English
and will appeal to students and researchers in the field of Middle East studies, Popular culture and musical
theatre.
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From reader reviews:

Amelia Gallup:

Here thing why this kind of Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation
(Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at
a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle
Eastern Literatures) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no guide that similar with Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and
Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures). It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Popular Culture and Nationalism in
Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) in e-book can
be your alternate.

Sharon Rowe:

Often the book Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation (Routledge
Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Darron Hiller:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and
Rahbani Nation (Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures). This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review
this guide you can get many advantages.

Vickie Gilbert:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your



book? Or just seeking the Popular Culture and Nationalism in Lebanon: The Fairouz and Rahbani Nation
(Routledge Studies in Middle Eastern Literatures) when you required it?
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