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In April 1895, Oscar Wilde stood in the prisoner's dock of the Old Bailey, charged with "acts of gross
indecency with another male person. These filthy practices, the prosecutor declared, posed a deadly threat to
English society, "a sore which cannot fail in time to corrupt and taint it all." Wilde responded with a speech
of legendary eloquence, defending love between men as a love "such as Plato made the very basis of his
philosophy, and such as you find in the sonnets of Michelangelo and Shakespeare." Electrified, the spectators
in the courtroom burst into applause.

Although Wilde was ultimately imprisoned, the courtroom response to his speech signaled a revolutionary
moment-the emergence into the public sphere of a kind of love that had always been proscribed in English
culture. In this luminous work of intellectual history, Linda Dowling offers the first detailed account of
Oxford Hellenism, the Victorian philosophical and literary movement that made possible Wilde's brief
triumph and anticipated the modern possibility of homosexuality as a positive social identity.

A homosocial culture and a language of moral legitimacy for homosexuality emerged, Dowling argues, as
unforeseen consequences of Oxford University reform. Through their search in Plato and Greek literature for
a transcendental value that might substitute for a lost Christian theology, such liberal reformers as Benjamin
Jowett unintentionally created a cultural context in which male love-the "spiritual procreancy" celebrated in
Plato's Symposium-might be both experienced and justified in ideal terms. Dowling traces the institutional
career of Hellenism from its roots in Oxford reform through its blossoming in an approach to Greek studies
that came to operate as a code for homosexuality. Recreating the incidents, controversies, and scandals that
heralded the growth of Hellenism, Dowling provides a new cultural and theoretical context within which to
read writers as diverse as Wilde, Jowett, John Addington Symonds, Walter Pater, Lord Alfred Douglas,
Robert Buchanan, and W. H. Mallock.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Redden:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Hellenism and Homosexuality in Victorian Oxford.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any
book Hellenism and Homosexuality in Victorian Oxford. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Reta Zimmer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Hellenism and Homosexuality in
Victorian Oxford is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Kathleen Jones:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Hellenism and Homosexuality in Victorian Oxford was filled with
regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Nicole Williams:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Hellenism and Homosexuality in
Victorian Oxford can make you experience more interested to read.
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