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"Morphine," writes Richard J. Miller, "is the most significant chemical substance mankind has ever
encountered." So ancient that remains of poppies have been found in Neolithic tombs, it is the most effective
drug ever discovered for treating pain. "Whatever advances are made in medicine," Miller adds, "nothing
could really be more important than that." And yet, when it comes to mind-altering substances, morphine is
only a cc or two in a vast river that flows through human civilization, ranging LSD to a morning cup of tea.

In DRUGGED, Miller takes readers on an eye-opening tour of psychotropic drugs, describing the various
kinds, how they were discovered and developed, and how they have played multiple roles in virtually every
culture. The vast scope of chemicals that cross the blood-brain barrier boggle the very brain they reach:
cannabis and cocaine, antipsychotics and antidepressants, alcohol, amphetamines, and Ecstasy-and much
more. Literate and wide-ranging, Miller weaves together science and history, telling the story of the
undercover theft of 20,000 tea plants from China by a British spy, for example, the European discovery of
coffee and chocolate, and how James Wolfgang von Goethe, the famous man of letters, first isolated the
alkaloid we now know as caffeine. Miller explains what scientists know-and don't-about the impact of each
drug on the brain, down to the details of neurotransmitters and their receptors. He clarifies the differences
between morphine and heroin, mescaline and LSD, and other similar substances. Drugged brims with
surprises, revealing the fact that antidepressant drugs evolved from the rocket fuel that shot V2 rockets into
London during World War II, highlighting the role of hallucinogens in the history of religion, and asking
whether Prozac can help depressed cats.

Entertaining and authoritative, Drugged is a truly fascinating book.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Jackson:

This Drugged: The Science and Culture Behind Psychotropic Drugs book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Drugged: The Science and Culture Behind Psychotropic Drugs without we realize
teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Drugged: The
Science and Culture Behind Psychotropic Drugs can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Drugged: The
Science and Culture Behind Psychotropic Drugs having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Gerard Williams:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Drugged: The Science
and Culture Behind Psychotropic Drugs is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Leslie Babcock:

Drugged: The Science and Culture Behind Psychotropic Drugs can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Drugged:
The Science and Culture Behind Psychotropic Drugs however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information
could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Arlene Farrar:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Drugged: The Science and Culture
Behind Psychotropic Drugs to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open
a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Drugged: The Science and Culture Behind Psychotropic Drugs
can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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