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By the early eighteenth century, France and Italy had impressive lexicons, but there was no authoritative
dictionary of English. Sensing the deficit, and impelled by a mixture of national pride and commercial
expedience, the prodigious polymath Samuel Johnson embraced the task, turning over the garret of his
London home to the creation of his own giant dictionary.

Johnson imagined that he could complete the job in three years. But the complexity of English meant that his
estimate was wildly inadequate. Only after he had expended nearly a decade of his prime on the task did the
dictionary finally appear - magisterial yet quirky, dogmatic but generous of spirit, and steeped in the richness
of English literature. It would come to be seen as the most important British cultural monument of the
eighteenth century, and its influence fanned out across Europe and throughout Britain's colonies - including,
crucially, America.

Brilliantly entertaining and enlightening, Defining the World is the story of Johnson's heroic endeavor, 250
years after the first publication of the Dictionary. In alphabetically sequenced chapters, Henry Hitchings
describes Johnson's adventure - his ambition and vision, his moments of despair, the mistakes he made along
the way, and his ultimate triumph.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Defining the World: The Extraordinary Story of Dr
Johnson's Dictionary.

Myrtie Hammond:

The book Defining the World: The Extraordinary Story of Dr Johnson's Dictionary can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very
important thing like a book Defining the World: The Extraordinary Story of Dr Johnson's Dictionary? A
number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Defining the World:
The Extraordinary Story of Dr Johnson's Dictionary has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Allie Littlefield:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Defining the World: The Extraordinary
Story of Dr Johnson's Dictionary book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Alissa Sowell:

The book untitled Defining the World: The Extraordinary Story of Dr Johnson's Dictionary contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice read.
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