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At the height of the McCarthyite hysteria of the 1950s, John Paton Davies, Jr., was summoned to the State
Department one morning and fired. His offense? The career diplomat had counseled the U.S. government
during World War II that the Communist forces in China were poised to take over the country—which they
did, in 1949. Davies joined the thousands of others who became the victims of a political maelstrom that
engulfed the country and deprived the United States of the wisdom and guidance of an entire generation of
East Asian diplomats and scholars.

The son of American missionaries, Davies was born in China at the turn of the twentieth century. Educated
in the United States, he joined the ranks of the newly formed Foreign Service in the 1930s and returned to
China, where he would remain until nearly the end of World War II. During that time he became one of the
first Americans to meet and talk with the young revolutionary known as Mao Zedong. He documented the
personal excesses and political foibles of Chinese Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-shek. As a political aide to
General Joseph "Vinegar Joe" Stilwell, the wartime commander of the Allied forces in East and South Asia,
he traveled widely in the region, meeting with colonial India's Nehru and Gandhi to gauge whether their
animosity to British rule would translate into support for Japan. Davies ended the war serving in Moscow
with George F. Kennan, the architect of America's policy toward the Soviet Union. Kennan found in Davies
a lifelong friend and colleague. Neither, however, was immune to the virulent anticommunism of the
immediate postwar years.

China Hand is the story of a man who captured with wry and judicious insight the times in which he lived,
both as observer and as actor.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This China Hand: An Autobiography (Haney Foundation
Series) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Thelma Price:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take China Hand: An Autobiography (Haney
Foundation Series) as the daily resource information.

Dolores Mann:

Typically the book China Hand: An Autobiography (Haney Foundation Series) has a lot of information on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Harold Thompson:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
book China Hand: An Autobiography (Haney Foundation Series) we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book China Hand:
An Autobiography (Haney Foundation Series). You can more appealing than now.
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