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Shallow water marine molluscan faunas are distributed in a pattern of distinct, geographically definable
areas. This makes mollusks ideal for studying the distribution of organisms in the marine environment and
the processes and patterns that control their evolution. Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western Atlantic
Mollusks is the first book to use quantitative methodologies to define marine molluscan biogeographical
patterns. It traces the historical development of these patterns for the subtropical and tropical western
Atlantic. The book discusses the multistage process of evolving new taxa caused by eustatic fluctuations,
ecological stress, and evolutionary selection.

Drawing on his decades of intensive field work, the author defines three western Atlantic molluscan
provinces and 15 subprovinces based on his Provincial Combined Index, a modern refinement of Valentine’s
50% rule. The faunal provinces—Carolinian, Caribbean, and Brazilian—are discussed in detail. The text
defines the physical aspects of the provinces using quantitative data, with water temperature as the primary
parameter. It discusses the details of the 15 subprovinces—geographically definable faunal subdivisions—as
well as provinciatones, transition zones of provincial overlap.

The author’s algorithms demonstrate that the bulk of the molluscan biodiversity is concentrated in 40
separate centers of speciation, ranging from Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, south to Argentina. Many of
these evolutionary hotspots reside on remote archipelagos and offshore banks as well as within areas of
provincial overlap. The text describes some of the more exotic and poorly known areas and presents maps
and color photographs of characteristic habitats, index species, and live animals, including over 400 species
of rare and seldom seen shells.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

The book Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western Atlantic Mollusks can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Biogeography
and Biodiversity of Western Atlantic Mollusks? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western Atlantic Mollusks has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Laura Dupont:

The reserve with title Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western Atlantic Mollusks contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist
new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Michele Stoney:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Biogeography and Biodiversity of
Western Atlantic Mollusks or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western Atlantic Mollusks to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Doris Whobrey:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the Biogeography and Biodiversity of Western Atlantic Mollusks when you
desired it?
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