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Americans have always loved guns. This special bond was forged during the American Revolution and
sanctified by the Second Amendment. It is because of this exceptional relationship that American civilians
are more heavily armed than the citizens of any other nation.

Or so we’re told.

In The Gunning of America, historian Pamela Haag overturns this conventional wisdom. American gun
culture, she argues, developed not because the gun was exceptional, but precisely because it was not: guns
proliferated in America because throughout most of the nation’s history, they were perceived as an
unexceptional commodity, no different than buttons or typewriters.

Focusing on the history of the Winchester Repeating Arms Company, one of the most iconic arms
manufacturers in America, Haag challenges many basic assumptions of how and when America became a
gun culture. Under the leadership of Oliver Winchester and his heirs, the company used aggressive,
sometimes ingenious sales and marketing techniques to create new markets for their product. Guns have
never “sold themselves”; rather, through advertising and innovative distribution campaigns, the gun industry
did. Through the meticulous examination of gun industry archives, Haag challenges the myth of a primal
bond between Americans and their firearms.

Over the course of its 150 year history, the Winchester Repeating Arms Company sold over 8 million guns.
But Oliver Winchester—a shirtmaker in his previous career—had no apparent qualms about a life spent
arming America. His daughter-in-law Sarah Winchester was a different story. Legend holds that Sarah was
haunted by what she considered a vast blood fortune, and became convinced that the ghosts of rifle victims
were haunting her. She channeled much of her inheritance, and her conflicted conscience, into a monstrous
estate now known as the Winchester Mystery House, where she sought refuge from this ever-expanding
army of phantoms.

In this provocative and deeply-researched work of narrative history, Haag fundamentally revises the history
of arms in America, and in so doing explodes the clichés that have created and sustained our lethal gun
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Conner:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The Gunning of
America: Business and the Making of American Gun Culture? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Donofrio:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Gunning of America:
Business and the Making of American Gun Culture book because book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jerry Rivera:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The
book The Gunning of America: Business and the Making of American Gun Culture it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Arthur Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
niagra The Gunning of America: Business and the Making of American Gun Culture.
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