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William Byrd II (1674-1744) was an important figure in the history of colonial Virginia: a founder of
Richmond, an active participant in Virginia politics, and the proprietor of one of the colony's greatest
plantations. But Byrd is best known today for his diaries. Considered essential documents of private life in
colonial America, they offer readers an unparalleled glimpse into the world of a Virginia gentleman. This
book joins Byrd's Diary, Secret Diary, and other writings in securing his reputation as one of the most
interesting men in colonial America.

Edited and presented here for the first time, Byrd's commonplace book is a collection of moral wit and
wisdom gleaned from reading and conversation. The nearly six hundred entries range in tone from hope to
despair, trust to dissimulation, and reflect on issues as varied as science, religion, women, Alexander the
Great, and the perils of love. A ten-part introduction presents an overview of Byrd's life and addresses such
topics as his education and habits of reading and his endeavors to understand himself sexually,
temperamentally, and religiously, as well as the history and cultural function of commonplacing. Extensive
annotations discuss the sources, background, and significance of the entries.
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From reader reviews:

Amelia Gallup:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Commonplace
Book of William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and
Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era.
The book untitled The Commonplace Book of William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the Omohundro
Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia)is a single of several books in
which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you
a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Kathleen Strickland:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Commonplace Book of
William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Commonplace Book of William Byrd II of Westover
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia)
become your current starter.

Deandre Freeman:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books
in the top listing in your reading list is usually The Commonplace Book of William Byrd II of Westover
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia).
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Martha Dixon:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Commonplace Book of William Byrd II of
Westover (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,



Virginia) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and
study it. Beside that the e-book The Commonplace Book of William Byrd II of Westover (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) can to be your new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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