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Photographs have had an integral and complex role in many anthropological contexts, from fieldwork to
museum exhibitions. This book explores how approaching anthropological photographs as 'history' can offer
both theoretical and empirical insights into these roles. Photographs are thought to make problematic history
because of their ambiguity and 'rawness'. In short, they have too many meanings. The author refutes this
prejudice by exploring, through a series of case studies, precisely the potential of this raw quality to open up
new perspectives.

Taking the nature of photography as her starting point, the author argues that photographs are not merely
pictures of things but are part of a dynamic and fluid historical dialogue, which is active not only in the
creation of the photograph but in its subsequent social biography in archive and museum spaces, past and
present. In this context, the book challenges any uniform view of anthropological photography and its
resulting archives. Drawing on a variety of examples, largely from the Pacific, the book demonstrates how
close readings of photographs reveal not only western agendas, but also many layers of differing historical
and cross-cultural experiences. That is, photographs can 'spring leaks' to show an alternative viewpoint.
These themes are developed further by examining the dynamics of photographs and issues around them as
used by contemporary artists and curators and presented to an increasingly varied public.

This book convincingly demonstrates photographs' potential to articulate histories other than those of their
immediate appearances, a potential that can no longer be neglected by scholars and institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Sarita Springer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Raw Histories:
Photographs, Anthropology and Museums? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Oliver:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Raw Histories: Photographs,
Anthropology and Museums that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Raw Histories: Photographs, Anthropology and
Museums become your starter.

Kristy Douglas:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be read. Raw Histories: Photographs, Anthropology and Museums can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Susan Gaier:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Raw Histories: Photographs, Anthropology
and Museums or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Raw Histories: Photographs, Anthropology and Museums to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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