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A story of two twentieth-century American women whose love for each other fueled their work to create an
egalitarian world.

Developing their rhetorical skills in early-twentieth-century women’s organizations, Anna Rochester and
Grace Hutchins, life partners and heirs to significant wealth, aimed for revolution rather than reform. They
lived frugally while devoting themselves to several organizations in succession, including the Episcopal
Church and the Fellowship of Reconciliation, as they searched for a place where their efforts were welcomed
and where they could address the root causes of social inequities. In 1927, they joined the Communist Party
USA and helped to build the Labor Research Association. There they engaged in research and wrote books,
pamphlets, and articles arguing for gender and racial equality, and economic justice.

Julia M. Allen’s Passionate Commitments is a love story, but more than that, it is a story of two women
whose love for each other sustained their political work. Allen examines the personal and public writings of
Rochester and Hutchins to reveal underreported challenges to capitalism as well as little-known efforts to
strengthen feminism during their time. Through an investigation of their lives and writings, this biography
charts the underpinnings of American Cold War fears and the influence of sexology on political movements
in mid-twentieth-century America.

“Julia M. Allen has written a wonderful, engaging, queerly emblematic joint biography of Grace Hutchins
(1885–1969) and Anna Rochester (1880–1966), life partners who devoted themselves to the Communist
Party and a seemingly infinite number of allied causes, especially those that advanced the equality of women
… Allen’s monumental study, worthy of these two extraordinary lives, goes a long way toward correcting
the historical record.” — Women’s Review of Books

“Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

Julia M. Allen is Professor Emerita of English at Sonoma State University.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Green:

The publication untitled Passionate Commitments: The Lives of Anna Rochester and Grace Hutchins is the
publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Passionate Commitments: The Lives of Anna Rochester
and Grace Hutchins from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Patricia Skinner:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read.
If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Passionate Commitments: The
Lives of Anna Rochester and Grace Hutchins provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Joseph Ortiz:

You can find this Passionate Commitments: The Lives of Anna Rochester and Grace Hutchins by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Rose Engle:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Passionate Commitments: The
Lives of Anna Rochester and Grace Hutchins to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Passionate Commitments: The Lives of Anna
Rochester and Grace Hutchins can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of the time.
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