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An internationally acclaimed novelist and journalist movingly chronicles her childhood in Rome during
World War II, providing a rare account by a Catholic of Jewish persecution and Papal responsibility

In 1937, Rosetta Loy was a privileged five-year-old growing up in the heart of the well-to-do Catholic
intelligentsia of Rome. But her childhood world of velvet and lace, airy apartments, indulgent nannies, and
summers in the mountains was also the world of Mussolini's fascist regime and the increasing oppression of
Italian Jews. Loy interweaves the two Italys of her early years, shifting with powerful effect from a lyrical
evocation of the many comforts of her class to the accumulation of laws stipulating where Jews were
forbidden to travel and what they were not allowed to buy, eat, wear, and read. She reveals the willful
ignorance of her own family as one by one their neighbors disappeared, and indicts journalists and
intellectuals for their blindness and passivity. And with hard-won clarity, she presents a dispassionate record
of the role of the Vatican and the Catholic leadership in the devastation of Italy's Jews.

Written in crystalline prose, First Words offers an uncommon perspective on the Holocaust. In the process,
Loy reveals one writer's struggle to reconcile her memories of a happy childhood with her adult knowledge
that, hidden from her young eyes, one of the world's most horrifying tragedies was unfolding.
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From reader reviews:

Oliver Gerling:

The book First Words: A Childhood in Fascist Italy make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book First Words: A Childhood in Fascist Italy to
be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve First Words: A
Childhood in Fascist Italy. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Debra McGregor:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this First Words: A Childhood in Fascist
Italy book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jackie Thompson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the First Words: A Childhood in
Fascist Italy is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Amanda Stone:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve First Words: A Childhood in Fascist Italy was filled in relation to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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