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As the youngest-ever op-ed columnist for the New York Times, Ross Douthat has emerged as one of the
most provocative and influential voices of his generation. In Bad Religion he offers a masterful and hard-
hitting account of how American Christianity has gone off the rails—and why it threatens to take American
society with it.

Writing for an era dominated by recession, gridlock, and fears of American decline, Douthat exposes the
spiritual roots of the nation’s political and economic crises. He argues that America’s problem isn’t too much
religion, as a growing chorus of atheists have argued; nor is it an intolerant secularism, as many on the
Christian right believe. Rather, it’s bad religion: the slow-motion collapse of traditional faith and the rise of
a variety of pseudo-Christianities that stroke our egos, indulge our follies, and encourage our worst impulses.

These faiths speak from many pulpits—conservative and liberal, political and pop cultural, traditionally
religious and fashionably “spiritual”—and many of their preachers claim a Christian warrant. But they are
increasingly offering distortions of traditional Christianity—not the real thing. Christianity’s place in
American life has increasingly been taken over, not by atheism, Douthat argues, but by heresy: debased
versions of Christian faith that breed hubris, greed, and self-absorption.

In a story that moves from the 1950s to the age of Obama, he brilliantly charts institutional Christianity’s
decline from a vigorous, mainstream, and bipartisan faith—which acted as a “vital center” and the moral
force behind the civil rights movement—through the culture wars of the 1960s and 1970s to the polarizing
debates of the present day. Ranging from Glenn Beck to Barack Obama, Eat Pray Love to Joel Osteen, and
Oprah Winfrey to The Da Vinci Code, Douthat explores how the prosperity gospel’s mantra of “pray and
grow rich,” a cult of self-esteem that reduces God to a life coach, and the warring political religions of left
and right have crippled the country’s ability to confront our most pressing challenges and accelerated
American decline.

His urgent call for a revival of traditional Christianity is sure to generate controversy, and it will be vital
reading for all those concerned about the imperiled American future.
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From reader reviews:

John Carter:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book Bad Religion: How We Became a Nation of Heretics seemed to
be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The reserve Bad Religion: How We Became a Nation of Heretics is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Bad Religion:
How We Became a Nation of Heretics. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Teresa Graham:

The actual book Bad Religion: How We Became a Nation of Heretics has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Lee Erbe:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
Bad Religion: How We Became a Nation of Heretics.

Brandi Johnson:

Bad Religion: How We Became a Nation of Heretics can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Bad Religion: How
We Became a Nation of Heretics yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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