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Africa is poised on the edge of a potential takeoff to sustained economic growth. This takeoff can be abetted
by a demographic dividend from the changes in population age structure. Declines in child mortality,
followed by declines in fertility, produce a 'bulge' generation and a large number of working age people,
giving a boost to the economy. In the short run lower fertility leads to lower youth dependency rates and
greater female labor force participation outside the home. Smaller family sizes also mean more resources to
invest in the health and education per child boosting worker productivity. In the long run increased life spans
from health improvements mean that this large, high-earning cohort will also want to save for retirement,
creating higher savings and investments, leading to further productivity gains.

Two things are required for the demographic dividend to generate an African economic takeoff. The first is
to speed up the fertility decline that is currently slow or stalled in many countries. The second is economic
policies that take advantage of the opportunity offered by demography. While demographic change can
produce more, and high quality, workers, this potential workforce needs to be productively employed if
Africa is to reap the dividend. However, once underway, the relationship between demographic change and
human development works in both directions, creating a virtuous cycle that can accelerate fertility decline,
social development, and economic growth. Empirical evidence points to three key factors for speeding the
fertility transition: child health, female education, and women's empowerment, particularly through access to
family planning. Harnessing the dividend requires job creation for the large youth cohorts entering working
age, and encouraging foreign investment until domestic savings and investment increase. The appropriate
mix of policies in each country depends on their stage of the demographic transition.
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From reader reviews:

Vance Malik:

Here thing why this kind of Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend or Disaster? (Africa Development
Forum) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the
content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend
or Disaster? (Africa Development Forum) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend or
Disaster? (Africa Development Forum). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend
or Disaster? (Africa Development Forum) in e-book can be your option.

Rita Hackett:

Beside that Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend or Disaster? (Africa Development Forum) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend or
Disaster? (Africa Development Forum) because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end
up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!

Shanika Jeans:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend or Disaster? (Africa Development Forum) we can take
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time
book Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend or Disaster? (Africa Development Forum). You can more
desirable than now.

Jose Jones:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Africa's Demographic Transition:



Dividend or Disaster? (Africa Development Forum) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Africa's Demographic Transition: Dividend
or Disaster? (Africa Development Forum) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of the time.
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