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For years, Johanna Reiss’ American husband, Jim, encouraged her to return to Holland to chronicle the two
years, seven months, and one day she had spent hiding from the Nazis in rural Usselo, Holland. In 1969, she
finally made the trip.

Accompanied by Jim and their two young children, Reiss intended to spend seven weeks researching the
book that would eventually become The Upstairs Room, her Newbery Honor–winning account of her time
hiding in the attic of a farmhouse in which for a time a contingent of Nazi soldiers was billeted.

But unknown to the millions of people who went on to read her beloved classic, behind the dark and painful
story of the book was a still darker tale: Reiss’ husband returned to America early and committed suicide at
age thirty-seven, leaving no note.

For Reiss, an ongoing reckoning with universal tragedy becomes particular: she is forced to reckon, too, with
Jim’s death—and explain it to her children. Subtle and disturbing, the book is a powerful consideration of
memory, violence, and loss, told in a stunning and sparse narrative style.

Johanna Reiss is the author of the classic young adult title The Upstairs Room, which Elie Wiesel praised in
The New York Times Book Review as an “admirable account . . . as important in every respect as the one
bequeathed to us by Anne Frank.” She is the winner of the Newbery Honor, the Jewish Book Council
Children’s Book Award, and the Buxtehuder Bulle. She lives in New York City.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Molinari:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this A Hidden Life: A Memoir of August 1969.

Leslie Bergeron:

In other case, little folks like to read book A Hidden Life: A Memoir of August 1969. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book A Hidden
Life: A Memoir of August 1969. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Charlotte Cooper:

The book A Hidden Life: A Memoir of August 1969 can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book A Hidden Life: A Memoir of
August 1969? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book A Hidden Life:
A Memoir of August 1969 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can search the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Rosalie Castillo:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A Hidden Life: A Memoir of August
1969 book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.
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