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An outspoken abolitionist, a founder of the Free Soil and Republican parties, and a leading member of the U.
S. Senate for more than twenty years, Charles Sumner (1811–1874) has always figured prominently in
histories of the American Civil War. For the most part, however, he has been depicted as a psychologically
troubled extremist, a fanatical opponent of slavery whose self-righteousness was matched only by his
arrogance.

In this book, Anne-Marie Taylor challenges that long-standing view, offering in its stead the portrait of a
man animated more by principle than by impulse or ambition. According to Taylor, Sumner's reform-minded
politics, including his fervent commitment to put an end to slavery, must be understood in the context of a
young nation still struggling to live up to the Enlightenment ideals embraced by its founders and embodied in
its Constitution.

Focusing on the first forty years of Sumner's life, before he took public office, Taylor traces the evolution of
his character and thought among Boston's cultural elite. His belief in the virtues of cosmopolitanism, in the
dignity of the human intellect and conscience, and in the possibility of a cultivated and just society, all find
their roots in an education steeped in Enlightenment principles. At the same time, as a child of New England
Puritanism and Revolutionary republicanism, Sumner was raised to believe in the moral obligation of the
individual to work for the common good.

As Taylor shows in this richly drawn biography, much of the triumph and tragedy of Sumner's story?the
energy of his idealism as well as the poignancy of his eventual disappointment? derives from the
overpowering sense of duty and national destiny imbued by his upbringing.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Dealba:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Young Charles Sumner and the
Legacy of the American Enlightenment, 1811-1851 will make you to become smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited
book with you?

Elaine Rochelle:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need that Young Charles Sumner and the Legacy of the American
Enlightenment, 1811-1851 to read.

Richard Plummer:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Young Charles Sumner and the Legacy of
the American Enlightenment, 1811-1851 can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one
book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should
have Young Charles Sumner and the Legacy of the American Enlightenment, 1811-1851.

Jonathan Baker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims
Young Charles Sumner and the Legacy of the American Enlightenment, 1811-1851.
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