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The United States is among the wealthiest nations in the world. But that wealth hasn't translated to a higher
life expectancy, an area where the United States still ranks thirty-eighth—behind Cuba, Chile, Costa Rica,
and Greece, among many others. Some fault the absence of universal health care or the persistence of social
inequalities. Others blame unhealthy lifestyles. But these emphases on present-day behaviors and policies
miss a much more fundamental determinant of societal health: the state.

Werner Troesken looks at the history of the United States with a focus on three diseases—smallpox, typhoid
fever, and yellow fever—to show how constitutional rules and provisions that promoted individual liberty
and economic prosperity also influenced, for good and for bad, the country’s ability to eradicate infectious
disease. Ranging from federalism under the Commerce Clause to the Contract Clause and the Fourteenth
Amendment, Troesken argues persuasively that many institutions intended to promote desirable political or
economic outcomes also hindered the provision of public health. We are unhealthy, in other words, at least in
part because our political and legal institutions function well. Offering a compelling new perspective, The
Pox of Liberty challenges many traditional claims that infectious diseases are inexorable forces in human
history, beyond the control of individual actors or the state, revealing them instead to be the result of public
and private choices.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you should have this The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to
Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic History).

Marie Griffin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Pox of Liberty: How the
Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic
History). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Charles Smith:

This The Pox of Liberty: How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets
and Governments in Economic History) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Pox of Liberty: How the
Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in Economic
History) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this can
be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Samuel Puckett:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Pox of Liberty:
How the Constitution Left Americans Rich, Free, and Prone to Infection (Markets and Governments in



Economic History) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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