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A brilliant collection of short stories by a new voice in Australian fiction.

A student travels to Estonia to investigate his violent father's upbringing.
A woman is possessed by visions of her brother's brutal death at a lake in Finland.
A bride plumbs the depths of her loathing for her husband on a journey across Africa.
A lonely boy is haunted by nightmares of a new classmate who has an affair with their teacher.

Each of the stories in The Double is unnerving, and unforgettable. Ranging from rural Australia to Northern
Europe and beyond, from the dark past of the Soviet era to a terrifying vision of the near future, this
collection marks the arrival of a unique and bewitching talent.

Maria Takolander is a senior lecturer in literature at Deakin University in Geelong. She is the author of a
work of literary criticism and two poetry collections. Her poems have featured in annual best-of anthologies
for the past seven years. This is her first book of fiction.

'Maria Takolander's stories are written in a bewitching minor key. Haunting and mysterious, this is a
collection that you will want to savour, then read all over again.' Danielle Wood

'A captivating and slightly uncomfortable series of tales that are in turns frightening, amusing, haunting and
reassuring...The settings alternate between the familiar scenes of rural Australia and the more unknown
background of Northern Europe, but it is the characters that really shine in this collection...Takolander's
stories are...undeniably powerful.' Australian Bookseller and Publisher

'Fiercely intelligent and idiosyncratic, sometimes shot through with black humour, sometimes pressing down
on the reader with the full weight of human horror...Individually, Takolander's stories can be bleak. But
collectively they are thrilling. Slender as this collection may be, it announces the arrival of a considerable
talent.' Australian

'An intriguing collection of short stories, The Double comprises an unsettling journey into the lives of
Takolander's peculiarly distant and troubled protagonists as they explore the dark recesses of the human
condition.' Melbourne Review

'Incisive, economic, imbued with simple depth and glittering with hard truth, The Double is a literary force.
Poetic in its brevity, the stories are none the less substantial, speaking of the nature of courage, the damage
done by ignoring the past, and human beings' ability to torture themselves.' West Australian

'[Maria Takolander's] stories seem like wordscapes that offer panoramic views without shunning fine,
sometimes devastating, details. They reverberate with the passage of time, especially those stories that link
Australia to northern Europe, to Stalinism...Takolander's prose has a quite gorgeous directness, a desert-like
sparseness, even when - no, especially when - the topic is melancholy or fearsome.' Australian Book Review

'This debut short-story collection...is eerily beautiful and not for the faint of heart...It's the kind of book that



will unnerve you and keep you up at night.' Readings

'An intriguing collection of short stories...The esoteric tales explore themes of passion, death, desire and
redemption.' Sunday Life/Sun Herald

'shot through...brilliantly with humour and satire.' Otago Daily Times
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From reader reviews:

Robin Castillo:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Double: (And Other Stories)
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Steven Dillinger:

The e-book with title The Double: (And Other Stories) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Hector Duggan:

The Double: (And Other Stories) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Double: (And Other
Stories) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Leticia Bennet:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Double: (And Other Stories) why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.
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