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Proust's Cup of Tea analyzes Proust's reading of various Victorian authors and shows how they contributed
to A la recherche du temps perdu. This book proves that British literature and art played a fundamental role
in Proust's writing process by citing from the manuscript versions of his novel, as well as from his
correspondence, essays and the lengthy critical appartus accompanying his translations of Ruskin. Eells
reflects here on why Proust was attracted to Victorian culture, and how he incorporated it into his novel. The
works of the British novelists he was most interested in-Thomas Hardy and George Eliot-address questions
of gender which Proust develops in his own work. He builds Sodome et Gomorrhe I, the section of his novel
focusing on homosexuality, on a series of explicit citations and guarded allusions to Shakespeare, Darwin
Walter Scott, Oscar Wilde and Robert Louis Stevenson. Eells explores how Proust followed in the
pioneering footsteps of those British writers who had ventured beyond the boundaries of conventional
sexuality, though he took pains to erase their traces in the definitive version of his work. This study also
highlights how Proust made his fictitious painter Elstir into a master of ambiguity, by modeling his art on
Turner, the Pre-Raphaelites and Whistler. Eells shows that Proust drew on Victorian culture in his depiction
of sexual ambiguity, arguing that he confounded eroticism and aestheticism in the way he inextricably linked
the man-woman figure with British art and literature. As Proust aestheticized male and female homosexuality
using references to British art and letters, Eells coins the term 'Anglosexuality' to refer to his characters of
the third sex. She defines Anglosexuality as an intersexuality represented through intertextuality, as an
artistic sensitivity, an aesthetic stance, and a new way of seeing. Proust's Cup of Tea thus demonstrates that
Victorian culture and homoeroticism form one of the cornerstones of Proust's monumental work.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacob:

This Proust's Cup of Tea: Homoeroticism and Victorian Culture (Studies in European Cultural Transition)
book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Proust's Cup of Tea: Homoeroticism and Victorian
Culture (Studies in European Cultural Transition) without we understand teach the one who reading it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Proust's Cup of Tea:
Homoeroticism and Victorian Culture (Studies in European Cultural Transition) can bring once you are and
not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Proust's Cup of Tea: Homoeroticism and Victorian Culture (Studies in European Cultural
Transition) having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Jamie Gregory:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the guide untitled Proust's Cup of Tea: Homoeroticism and Victorian Culture (Studies
in European Cultural Transition) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Joyce Washington:

The particular book Proust's Cup of Tea: Homoeroticism and Victorian Culture (Studies in European
Cultural Transition) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book
was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book.
That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Edward Sullivan:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Proust's Cup of Tea: Homoeroticism and Victorian
Culture (Studies in European Cultural Transition) why because the great cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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