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As long as the human species has existed, men and women have had to contend with the unpredictable forces
of nature. Geographer Barry A. Vann brings a unique perspective to this age-old struggle in this illuminating
overview of human population shifts and their precarious relationship with climate change and geography.

Vann takes us on a journey along the migration routes of the earliest modern humans and tells why our
ancestors chose to settle down in places that can be best described as natural utopias. In the religiously
oriented worldview of ancient peoples, such places took on a sacred aura of divine favor. Similarly,
destructive events such as volcanic eruptions and earthquakes were interpreted as expressions of divine
wrath. Vann shows how the ancient texts of the Bible and the Qur’an offer glimpses of past climates that
were distinctly different from the climate of our time.

He also discusses the rise of technology as a means of controlling the threatening features of the natural
world. Though technology has enabled humanity to cope with hostile climates, it has also created a false
sense of security. Vann notes that population clusters are increasing in dangerous areas and that no
technology can protect vulnerable groups from major-category hurricanes, tornadoes, or earthquakes.

Finally, he considers our current anxieties regarding global warming, pointing out that this focus has
obscured a good deal of historical and geological evidence for a return of another ice age.

The Forces of Nature offers a challenging perspective on the precarious balance between fragile human
communities and their often-threatening environments.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Perry:

The book Forces of Nature: Our Quest to Conquer the Planet give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Forces of
Nature: Our Quest to Conquer the Planet for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start
and read a book Forces of Nature: Our Quest to Conquer the Planet. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Melvin Hayes:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Forces of Nature: Our Quest to Conquer
the Planet is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Scott Manuel:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at
a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like
Forces of Nature: Our Quest to Conquer the Planet which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.

Staci Luton:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Forces of Nature: Our Quest to Conquer
the Planet to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book
and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the
book Forces of Nature: Our Quest to Conquer the Planet can to be your new friend when you're sense alone
and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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