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Dante's Comedy is a puzzling poem because the author wanted to lead his readers to understanding by
engaging their curiosity. While many obscure matters are clarified in the course of the poem itself, others
have remained enigmas that have fascinated Dantists for centuries. Over the last thirty-five years, Richard
Kay has proposed original solutions to many of these puzzles; these are collected in the present volume.
Historical context frames Kay's readings, which relate the poem to such standard sources as the Bible,
Aristotle, Aquinas, and the Latin classics, but he also goes beyond these Scholastic sources to exploit Dante's
use of less familiar aspects of Latin clerical culture, including physiognomy, Vitruvian proportions, and
optics, and most especially astrology. Kay explores new ways to read the Comedy. For instance, he argues
that Dante has embedded references to his authorities in a continuous series of acrostics formed by the initial
letters of each tercet. Again, he shows how Dante returns to the theme of each infernal canto and develops it
in the parallel cantos of Purgatorio and Paradiso. Particularly worthy of note are four essays on the poem's
finale in the Empyrean.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Rodriquez:

The ability that you get from Dante's Enigmas: Medieval Scholasticism and Beyond (Variorum Collected
Studies Series) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Dante's Enigmas: Medieval
Scholasticism and Beyond (Variorum Collected Studies Series) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this Dante's Enigmas: Medieval Scholasticism and Beyond
(Variorum Collected Studies Series) instantly.

Jessica Sarmiento:

The particular book Dante's Enigmas: Medieval Scholasticism and Beyond (Variorum Collected Studies
Series) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Joseph Bateman:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Dante's Enigmas: Medieval Scholasticism and
Beyond (Variorum Collected Studies Series) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Dante's Enigmas: Medieval Scholasticism and Beyond (Variorum Collected Studies Series)
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you
can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading that.

Genia Vanderford:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Dante's Enigmas: Medieval
Scholasticism and Beyond (Variorum Collected Studies Series) to make your reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make
you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book Dante's Enigmas: Medieval
Scholasticism and Beyond (Variorum Collected Studies Series) can to be your new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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