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In Chinatown Gangs, Ko-lin Chin penetrates a closed society and presents a rare portrait of the underworld
of New York City's Chinatown. Based on first-hand accounts from gang members, gang victims, community
leaders, and law enforcement authorities, this pioneering study reveals the pervasiveness, the muscle, the
longevity, and the institutionalization of Chinatown gangs. Chin reveals the fear gangs instill in the Chinese
community. At the same time, he shows how the economic viability of the community is sapped, and how
gangs encourage lawlessness, making a mockery of law enforcement agencies.

Ko-lin Chin makes clear that gang crime is inexorably linked to Chinatown's political economy and social
history. He shows how gangs are formed to become "equalizers" within a social environment where
individual and group conflicts, whether social, political, or economic, are unlikely to be solved in American
courts. Moreover, Chin argues that Chinatown's informal economy provides yet another opportunity for
street gangs to become "providers" or "protectors" of illegal services. These gangs, therefore, are the
pathological manifestation of a closed community, one whose problems are not easily seen--and less easily
understood--by outsiders.

Chin's concrete data on gang characteristics, activities, methods of operation and violence make him
uniquely qualified to propose ways to restrain gang violence, and Chinatown Gangs closes with his specific
policy suggestions. It is the definitive study of gangs in an American Chinatown.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Huynh:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Chinatown Gangs: Extortion, Enterprise, and
Ethnicity (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Stephen Hilton:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Chinatown Gangs: Extortion, Enterprise,
and Ethnicity (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Mark Hernandez:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Chinatown Gangs: Extortion, Enterprise, and Ethnicity (Studies in Crime and Public Policy), it is
possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a e-book.

James Donofrio:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Chinatown Gangs: Extortion,
Enterprise, and Ethnicity (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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