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A rich and captivating novel set amid the witty, high-spirited literary society of 1850s New England,
offering a new window on Herman Melville’s emotionally charged relationship with Nathaniel
Hawthorne and how it transformed his masterpiece, Moby-Dick
 
In the summer of 1850, Herman Melville finds himself hounded by creditors and afraid his writing career
might be coming to an end—his last three novels have been commercial failures and the critics have turned
against him. In despair, Melville takes his family for a vacation to his cousin’s farm in the Berkshires, where
he meets Nathaniel Hawthorne at a picnic—and his life turns upside down.
 
The Whale chronicles the fervent love affair that grows out of that serendipitous afternoon. Already in debt,
Melville recklessly borrows money to purchase a local farm in order to remain near Hawthorne, his
newfound muse. The two develop a deep connection marked by tensions and estrangements, and feelings
both shared and suppressed.
 
Melville dedicated Moby-Dick to Hawthorne, and Mark Beauregard’s novel fills in the story behind that
dedication with historical accuracy and exquisite emotional precision, reflecting his nuanced reading of the
real letters and journals of Melville, Hawthorne, Oliver Wendell Holmes, and others. An exuberant tale of
longing and passion, The Whale captures not only a transformative relationship—long the subject of
speculation—between two of our most enduring authors, but also their exhilarating moment in history, when
a community of high-spirited and ambitious writers was creating truly American literature for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Whale: A
Love Story: A Novel? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Pearl McLean:

The experience that you get from The Whale: A Love Story: A Novel could be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to understand but The Whale: A Love Story: A Novel giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Whale: A Love Story: A Novel instantly.

Ray Nicolas:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Whale: A
Love Story: A Novel suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The
book untitled The Whale: A Love Story: A Novelis the one of several books this everyone read now. This
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Arthur Prince:

The book The Whale: A Love Story: A Novel will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this
book very suited to you. The book The Whale: A Love Story: A Novel is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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