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In The Story of N, Hugh S. Gorman analyzes the notion of sustainability from a fresh perspective—the

integration of human activities with the biogeochemical cycling of nitrogen—and provides a supportive

alternative to studying sustainability through the lens of climate change and the cycling of carbon. It is the

first book to examine the social processes by which industrial societies learned to bypass a fundamental

ecological limit and, later, began addressing the resulting concerns by establishing limits of their own

            The book is organized into three parts. Part I, “The Knowledge of Nature,” explores the emergence of

the nitrogen cycle before humans arrived on the scene and the changes that occurred as stationary

agricultural societies took root. Part II, “Learning to Bypass an Ecological Limit,” examines the role of

science and market capitalism in accelerating the pace of innovation, eventually allowing humans to bypass

the activity of nitrogen-fixing bacteria. Part III, “Learning to Establish Human-Defined Limits,” covers the

twentieth-century response to the nitrogen-related concerns that emerged as more nitrogenous compounds

flowed into the environment. A concluding chapter, “The Challenge of Sustainability,” places the entire story

in the context of constructing an ecological economy in which innovations that contribute to sustainable

practices are rewarded.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Farley:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Story of N: A Social History of the Nitrogen Cycle and the
Challenge of Sustainability (Studies in Modern Science, Technology, and the Environment) can be good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

William Farley:

The actual book The Story of N: A Social History of the Nitrogen Cycle and the Challenge of Sustainability
(Studies in Modern Science, Technology, and the Environment) has a lot of information on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after scanning this book.

Ricky Bradley:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Story of N: A Social
History of the Nitrogen Cycle and the Challenge of Sustainability (Studies in Modern Science, Technology,
and the Environment), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Marian Buell:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Story of N: A Social
History of the Nitrogen Cycle and the Challenge of Sustainability (Studies in Modern Science, Technology,
and the Environment) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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