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Critically analyzing four decades of television situation comedies from The Honeymooners to The Bill
Cosby Show, Hamamoto shows how the sitcom reflects, explains, legitimates, and challenges the society in
which it is grounded, illumining the power of laughter both to reaffirm and to question existing social
structures. . . . Hamamoto offers a well-researched and refreshingly lucid study, immensely readable for its
astute scholarship. Indispensable for students and scholars of television, popular culture, and comedy. Choice

Nervous Laughter examines forty years of situation comedy, decade by decade, providing the first truly
panoramic view of TV's most popular dramatic form. Within this context, Hamamoto traces what he
describes as the dominant liberal democratic ideology implicit within situation comedy and explains its
enduring popularity. Examining liberal democratic culture, politics, and society he demonstrates how the
sitcom resolves social contradictions. Borrowing freely from the social sciences, history, and literary
criticism he explains the curious grip the TV sitcom has had on its audience for over forty years. This book
critically assesses the relationship between the media and society bringing questions of power, equality, and
democracy to the foreground. Nervous Laughter is important reading for both the specialist and the general
reader in its analysis of postwar American society.

Nervous Laughter is a study of liberal democratic culture, politics, and society. It describes the ways
affirmative aspects and contradictions of liberal democratic ideology are given form in television situation
comedy. It provides a close reading of forty years of television texts. Arguing against mainstream theories of
mass communications, the author presents an analytic framework that looks instead at conflict and
contradiction within class society. Challenging the legitimacy of airwave control by non-democratic social
institutions, Nervous Laughter concludes with a modest agenda that might lead to democratization of
television.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Raynor:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Nervous Laughter: Television Situation Comedy and Liberal
Democratic Ideology (Media and Society). Try to make book Nervous Laughter: Television Situation
Comedy and Liberal Democratic Ideology (Media and Society) as your buddy. It means that it can for being
your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Alberta Jones:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Nervous Laughter: Television Situation Comedy and
Liberal Democratic Ideology (Media and Society) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Joseph Lafond:

Nervous Laughter: Television Situation Comedy and Liberal Democratic Ideology (Media and Society) can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Nervous Laughter: Television Situation Comedy and Liberal Democratic Ideology
(Media and Society) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Toni Sargent:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Nervous Laughter: Television Situation
Comedy and Liberal Democratic Ideology (Media and Society) or others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication



was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Nervous Laughter: Television Situation Comedy
and Liberal Democratic Ideology (Media and Society) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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