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Mary Norton of New Jersey: Congressional Trailblazer tells the compelling story of Mary Norton, who
served in the United States House of Representatives for 13 terms from 1925 to 1951, featuring her
significant role as a congressional pioneer for women and American workers. The daughter of Irish
immigrants, Norton grew up in a Roman Catholic, working-class family and was prodded to enter politics by
Jersey City mayor Frank Hague. One of the first five women elected to the United States Congress, she cut a
fresh path for women of ordinary means as the first female elected to the House from the Democratic Party,
an eastern state, or urban center east of the Mississippi River.

Norton’s political career paralleled mayor Hague’s tight control of Jersey City and president Franklin
Roosevelt’s national leadership during the Depression and World War II. Norton’s connection with Hague’s
Jersey City Democratic Party political machine clouded her career, but Hague seldom tried to influence her
legislative behavior.

Norton, the first woman to chair four House committees including a major committee, consistently supported
legislation helping economically disadvantaged Americans and encouraged women to enter politics. At the
helm of the District of Columbia Committee from 1931 to 1937, she served as unofficial mayor of
Washington, D.C. and helped enact long-needed political, economic, and social legislation for its citizens.
Her most valuable work came as head of the powerful Labor Committee from 1937 to 1947. Norton helped
secure House passage of the landmark Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, establishing a national minimum
hourly wage and maximum workweek. She sought to improve working conditions for America’s newly
industrialized workers and defended the Wagner Act of 1935, allowing employees to bargain collectively for
the value of their work.

Norton also helped secure federal funding for several Hudson County projects benefitting her Irish, Roman
Catholic, working-class constituents. The expansion of mayor Hague’s gargantuan Medical Center Complex
and the construction of Roosevelt Stadium provided numerous jobs for unemployed Hudson County
residents. Norton, who never lost an election and was reelected by decisive margins, was the first woman
elected as a freeholder in New Jersey and to direct a state Democratic Party.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Cuellar:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Mary Norton of New
Jersey: Congressional Trailblazer? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Ross Jackson:

The book Mary Norton of New Jersey: Congressional Trailblazer can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Mary Norton of New Jersey:
Congressional Trailblazer? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Mary Norton of New Jersey: Congressional Trailblazer has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Karena Figueroa:

The guide with title Mary Norton of New Jersey: Congressional Trailblazer has lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Derick Heinz:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of
book Mary Norton of New Jersey: Congressional Trailblazer. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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