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Crossing boundaries and expanding ideas of physical and social space are not new challenges for Essaydi, as
her lived experience spans divergent, locations, cultures, and ideologies. Moroccan born and raised, Essaydi
became an artist after relocating from Morocco to Saudi Arabia, then France, and ultimately to the United
States. This itinerant personal history has afforded her the distance and means to explore the varied
dimensions of Muslim women's experiences based on those of her own, and also to challenge the boundaries
that shaped her upbringing. She believes her work, with its very intimate portrayal of Moroccan women and
the private spaces they inhabit, would not have been possible without distance from her homeland.

Well-educated, well-traveled, and raised in a closely knit family of means, Essaydi (b. 1956) enjoyed a
privileged and enriching childhood in Marrakesh, Morocco, in a traditional Muslim household that included
relatively private spaces reserved for women. Within these spaces, women led animated lives among
extended family and friends. She has spent much of her life in the Muslim world where women were
expected to maintain traditional gender roles as daughters, sisters, and ultimately as wives and mothers. She
followed this path for many years, first as a daughter in Morocco, and later as wife and mother in Saudi
Arabia, where she raised her family.

In 1990 Essaydi broke from the conventions of her upbringing as she embarked upon an independent path in
her personal and professional lives. She began a career as an artist when, as an adult, she moved to France to
attend the École des Beaux-Arts (1992-1994) where she studied painting. She then attended art schools in the
United States, earning a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Tufts University (1999) and a Master of Fine Arts from
the School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and Tufts University (2003). During the course of these
continuing art studies, in the 1990s she began working with photography, her current medium of choice.
Now based in New York and her hometown, Marrakech, she also returns regularly to Saudi Arabia where
she lived for many years.

Her art, which often combines Islamic calligraphy with representations of the female form, addresses the
complex reality of Arab female identity from the unique perspective of personal experience. In much of her
work, she returns to her Moroccan girlhood, looking back on it as an adult woman caught somewhere
between past and present, and as an artist, exploring the language in which to "speak" from this uncertain
space. Her work often appropriate Orientalist imagery from the Western painting tradition, thereby inviting
viewers to reconsider the Orientalist mythology. She has worked in numerous media, including painting,
video, film, installation, and analog photography.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Roller:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what type you should start with. This Lalla Essaydi: Crossing Boundaries, Bridging
Cultures is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Jean Parks:

This book untitled Lalla Essaydi: Crossing Boundaries, Bridging Cultures to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Debbie Allen:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Lalla Essaydi: Crossing Boundaries, Bridging
Cultures, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Alissa Sowell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Lalla Essaydi: Crossing Boundaries, Bridging Cultures when you required it?
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