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The invention of numerals is perhaps the greatest abstraction the human mind has ever created. Virtually
everything in our lives is digital, numerical, or quantified. The story of how and where we got these
numerals, which we so depend on, has for thousands of years been shrouded in mystery. Finding Zero is an
adventure filled saga of Amir Aczel's lifelong obsession: to find the original sources of our numerals. Aczel
has doggedly crisscrossed the ancient world, scouring dusty, moldy texts, cross examining so-called scholars
who offered wildly differing sets of facts, and ultimately penetrating deep into a Cambodian jungle to find a
definitive proof. Here, he takes the reader along for the ride.
The history begins with the early Babylonian cuneiform numbers, followed by the later Greek and Roman
letter numerals. Then Aczel asks the key question: where do the numbers we use today, the so-called Hindu-
Arabic numerals, come from? It is this search that leads him to explore uncharted territory, to go on a grand
quest into India, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, and ultimately into the wilds of Cambodia. There he is blown
away to find the earliest zero—the keystone of our entire system of numbers—on a crumbling, vine-covered
wall of a seventh-century temple adorned with eaten-away erotic sculptures. While on this odyssey, Aczel
meets a host of fascinating characters: academics in search of truth, jungle trekkers looking for adventure,
surprisingly honest politicians, shameless smugglers, and treacherous archaeological thieves—who finally
reveal where our numbers come from.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Farris:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this Finding
Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to Uncover the Origins of Numbers.

Donald Link:

Beside this particular Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to Uncover the Origins of Numbers in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to Uncover the
Origins of Numbers because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and read it from currently!

Kristi Jones:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to
Uncover the Origins of Numbers can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Manda Perez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to
Uncover the Origins of Numbers can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Finding Zero: A Mathematician's Odyssey to Uncover the Origins of Numbers.
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