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Religion has always been a focal element in the long and tortured history of American ideas about race. In
The Burden of Black Religion, Curtis Evans traces ideas about African American religion from the
antebellum period to the middle of the twentieth century.

Central to the story, he argues, was the deep-rooted notion that blacks were somehow "naturally" religious.
At first, this assumed natural impulse toward religion served as a signal trait of black people's humanity --
potentially their unique contribution to American culture. Abolitionists seized on this point, linking black
religion to the black capacity for freedom. Soon, however, these first halting steps toward a multiracial
democracy were reversed.

As Americans began to value reason, rationality, and science over religious piety, the idea of an innate black
religiosity was used to justify preserving the inequalities of the status quo. Later, social scientists -- both
black and white -- sought to reverse the damage caused by these racist ideas and in the process proved that
blacks were in fact fully capable of incorporation into white American culture.

This important work reveals how interpretations of black religion played a crucial role in shaping broader
views of African Americans and had real consequences in their lives. In the process, Evans offers an
intellectual and cultural history of race in a crucial period of American history.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Washington:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This The Burden of Black Religion book is readable through you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with The
Burden of Black Religion content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The
Burden of Black Religion is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Robert Densmore:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Burden of Black Religion, you may enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Sylvia Kirby:

Beside this kind of The Burden of Black Religion in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is
good thing to have The Burden of Black Religion because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

April Hanson:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Burden of Black Religion can be the answer, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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