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In this brave, beautiful, and deeply personal memoir, Laura Bush, one of our most beloved and
private first ladies, tells her own extraordinary story. 

Born in the boom-and-bust oil town of Midland, Texas, Laura Welch grew up as an only child in a family
that lost three babies to miscarriage or infant death. She vividly evokes Midland's brash, rugged culture, her
close relationship with her father, and the bonds of early friendships that sustain her to this day. For the first
time, in heart-wrenching detail, she writes about the devastating high school car accident that left her friend
Mike Douglas dead and about her decades of unspoken grief.

When Laura Welch first left West Texas in 1964, she never imagined that her journey would lead her to the
world stage and the White House. After graduating from Southern Methodist University in 1968, in the thick
of student rebellions across the country and at the dawn of the women's movement, she became an
elementary school teacher, working in inner-city schools, then trained to be a librarian. At age thirty, she met
George W. Bush, whom she had last passed in the hallway in seventh grade. Three months later, "the old
maid of Midland married Midland's most eligible bachelor." With rare intimacy and candor, Laura Bush
writes about her early married life as she was thrust into one of America's most prominent political families,
as well as her deep longing for children and her husband's decision to give up drinking. By 1993, she found
herself in the full glare of the political spotlight. But just as her husband won the Texas governorship in a
stunning upset victory, her father, Harold Welch, was dying in Midland.

In 2001, after one of the closest elections in American history, Laura Bush moved into the White House.
Here she captures presidential life in the harrowing days and weeks after 9/11, when fighter-jet cover echoed
through the walls and security scares sent the family to an underground shelter. She writes openly about the
White House during wartime, the withering and relentless media spotlight, and the transformation of her role
as she began to understand the power of the first lady. One of the first U.S. officials to visit war-torn
Afghanistan, she also reached out to disease-stricken African nations and tirelessly advocated for women in
the Middle East and dissidents in Burma. She championed programs to get kids out of gangs and to stop
urban violence. And she was a major force in rebuilding Gulf Coast schools and libraries post-Katrina.
Movingly, she writes of her visits with U.S. troops and their loved ones, and of her empathy for and immense
gratitude to military families.

With deft humor and a sharp eye, Laura Bush lifts the curtain on what really happens inside the White
House, from presidential finances to the 175-year-old tradition of separate bedrooms for presidents and their
wives to the antics of some White House guests and even a few members of Congress. She writes with
honesty and eloquence about her family, her public triumphs, and her personal tribulations. Laura Bush's
compassion, her sense of humor, her grace, and her uncommon willingness to bare her heart make this story
revelatory, beautifully rendered, and unlike any other first lady's memoir ever written.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Flowers:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Spoken from the Heart?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Patricia Coburn:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Spoken from the Heart is kind
of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Edward White:

This Spoken from the Heart is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this Spoken from the Heart can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in
the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Christopher Pruett:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Spoken from the Heart can give you a lot of
pals because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have Spoken from the Heart.
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