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Few Americans, black or white, recognize the degree to which early African American history is a maritime
history. W. Jeffrey Bolster shatters the myth that black seafaring in the age of sail was limited to the Middle
Passage. Seafaring was one of the most significant occupations among both enslaved and free black men
between 1740 and 1865. Tens of thousands of black seamen sailed on lofty clippers and modest coasters.
They sailed in whalers, warships, and privateers. Some were slaves, forced to work at sea, but by 1800 most
were free men, seeking liberty and economic opportunity aboard ship.
Bolster brings an intimate understanding of the sea to this extraordinary chapter in the formation of black
America. Because of their unusual mobility, sailors were the eyes and ears to worlds beyond the limited
horizon of black communities ashore. Sometimes helping to smuggle slaves to freedom, they were more
often a unique conduit for news and information of concern to blacks.
But for all its opportunities, life at sea was difficult. Blacks actively contributed to the Atlantic maritime
culture shared by all seamen, but were often outsiders within it. Capturing that tension, Black Jacks examines
not only how common experiences drew black and white sailors together—even as deeply internalized
prejudices drove them apart—but also how the meaning of race aboard ship changed with time. Bolster
traces the story to the end of the Civil War, when emancipated blacks began to be systematically excluded
from maritime work. Rescuing African American seamen from obscurity, this stirring account reveals the
critical role sailors played in helping forge new identities for black people in America.
An epic tale of the rise and fall of black seafaring, Black Jacks is African Americans’ freedom story
presented from a fresh perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Martindale:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this BLACK JACKS, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Marie Nitta:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
BLACK JACKS.

Travis McDonald:

The reason why? Because this BLACK JACKS is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than
the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want
to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Eldon Hall:

The book untitled BLACK JACKS contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend
idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of
time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model,
so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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