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The George W. Bush administration’s ambitious—even breathtaking—claims of unilateral executive
authority raised deep concerns among constitutional scholars, civil libertarians, and ordinary citizens alike.
But Bush’s attempts to assert his power are only the culmination of a near-thirty-year assault on the basic
checks and balances of the U.S. government—a battle waged by presidents of both parties, and one that, as
Peter M. Shane warns in Madison’s Nightmare, threatens to utterly subvert the founders’ vision of
representative government.

Tracing this tendency back to the first Reagan administration, Shane shows how this era of "aggressive
presidentialism" has seen presidents exerting ever more control over nearly every arena of policy, from
military affairs and national security to domestic programs. Driven by political ambition and a growing
culture of entitlement in the executive branch—and abetted by a complaisant Congress, riven by
partisanship—this presidential aggrandizement has too often undermined wise policy making and led to
shallow, ideological, and sometimes outright lawless decisions. The solution, Shane argues, will require a
multipronged program of reform, including both specific changes in government practice and broader
institutional changes aimed at supporting a renewed culture of government accountability.

From the war on science to the mismanaged war on terror, Madison’s Nightmare outlines the disastrous
consequences of the unchecked executive—and issues a stern wake-up call to all who care about the fate of
our long democratic experiment.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Musick:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Madison's Nightmare: How Executive Power Threatens
American Democracy. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important the book Madison's Nightmare: How Executive Power Threatens American Democracy.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Deloris Wagner:

This book untitled Madison's Nightmare: How Executive Power Threatens American Democracy to be one
of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Sheila Nathan:

Often the book Madison's Nightmare: How Executive Power Threatens American Democracy has a lot info
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Ernest Bryan:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Madison's Nightmare: How Executive Power Threatens
American Democracy why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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