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Bohemian composer Bohuslav Martinu (1890-1959) was exceptionally prolific, composing over 400
imaginative, well-crafted, and diverse pieces, including symphonies, operas, ballet scores, and other
orchestral works. For 12 years (1941-1953), he lived in America, during which he enjoyed a brilliant
reputation, and his works were played by nearly all the major orchestras. Yet today, his works are rarely
performed.

In Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose, F. James Rybka provides a documented explanation for
Martinu's amazing output: he had Asperger syndrome. Indeed, Martinu is believed to be the first composer
ever to be documented, albeit retrospectively, with an autistic spectrum disorder. In this unique biography,
Rybka follows Martinu's life from his birth in Policka, Bohemia to his composition studies with Albert
Roussel, his escape from Nazis, and his rise as an internationally recognized composer with premieres of his
works in Boston, Prague, London, and Basel.

As Rybka explains how the dynamics of Asperger Syndrome affected the composer's work, readers will
more fully appreciate Martinu's accomplishments and legacy. Containing important letters and photographs,
this book will inspire and inform those impacted by autism but will also be of interest to music scholars and
students alike.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Bohuslav Martinu:
The Compulsion to Compose is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mary Gillon:

Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Bohuslav Martinu:
The Compulsion to Compose however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Sarah Creamer:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion
to Compose is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Frank Godwin:

You will get this Bohuslav Martinu: The Compulsion to Compose by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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